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IV. Trafiatulus de Ambaro, a ^eyerendo T>. D. G. J* 
Camcllo, communicates D. Jacobo Peciverio So- 
cietatis Socio. 

AVicenna {crWAt^Ambarum fungorum in rupibus, ac arbo- 
ribus more, in Maris Alveo generari. Alii non feeus, 
ac in terra fungos fuper marinas enafci aquas. Hieronymus 
a Huerta in Annotationibus Tradu&ionis Plinii , certas af~ 
ferit effe algas, feu excrementitias mafias fuper Maris a- 
quas in forma fungorum enatas, qua: recenter colleda: in- 
odora?, nec fragrantiam fpirant, donee curentur : Nee bi- 
tuminis genus, aut balsenae effe femen eo quod ifta feme! 
indurata, nequaquam ut Legitintum Ambarum rarefied 
queant. Jonatius Alzina in Hift. Bifai. eo quod aliquan- 
do & balama evomatur, in ea nonnunquam inveniatur, 8c 
at Indius Taefa bonganfifo, i. e.excrementum balasnaj voce- 
tur: Ambari materiam algas, (eu plantas efie marinas re- 
finofas,aut refinam marisin fundo crefcentium arborum, 
aut ex jam putridis algis, ac maris recrementis enatam mu- 
-cilaginem a balamis depaftam conjeduratur. Nicolaus 
Monardes bituminis genus ex fontibus in alto mari ma- 
nans, quod 8c Guili. du Wallig. defendit. Alii , 8c Simon 
Sethi in diverfis fcaturire locis, 8c effe ejus fontes ut bitu¬ 
minis. Garcias ab Orta opinatur verifimiliter Infulas, aut 
terras fimilis c. Ambaro formse inveniri. Herd. Lopez. Ca- 
jlanneda Avium InjkU de Maldiva, qu^ herbis pafcunmr 
odoriferis efie ftercus. Car. Clufio narravit Servatius Marel 
e$fe recrementa in verse babense ventriculo congefta ex 
materia vifeofa. Alii ex Pifce Azelo devoratum proximo 
dorfi ip'marn eximi. Ferd. Caflrillo liquorem pilcium col- 
ledum circa eorum efophagum, ut Brajilia reduces teftan- 
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tur. Fran. Combes lolo Incolas excrementum efle pjfcis 
Gadiamina y qui differens, 8c balaena major eft, narrare 
* Joe: Leon referf. Alii ex frudu quodam odorato a baisena devo> 
■”/^ f pif. rato fieri volant. Alii fperma, alii hepar, alii cum Sinis 
qui iliud Bay: ano Jay , vocant, i. e. prefer vans veftimenta 
Amba- j' t rjnea) excrementum balaena 1 , nonnulli maris ipumanr 
nfcribUr effe contendunt. Ctefias apad Arijl. -Semen Elephantis. 
Fuck pus faditium ex ligno aloes, Zibetho, StyraeeSc La- 
dano. Indi Lutai apud Combes , ex arbor is marine, maxi¬ 
ma? Sc aromatics mufcofis, vifcofifve fieri adherentiis aut 
acrementisw Alii, Sc hi prudentiores ex ejufdem arbor is 
refina, cui opinioni 8c ipfe author accedit, adjiciendo Am- 
barum crudum odoris effe expers, 8c adeo Pilis (Amygda- 
lo-pifiacea eft) refins fimile effe, 8c uti hanc facile inflam- 
mabile, ut multi incauti decepti avaritis fuse debitas lue- 
rint p Genas. Hieronymus a Huerta opinionem effe quo- 
Ttmdam,Jmbarum refinam 1 . gummi effe arborum, aut Pini 
fQuod & re fi nam - Thomas Bartholinus in Adis Medico-Philofcphi- 
odourdin cis Haffhienfibus Anni 1673- Obf. 122. f. 306. f eofdern 
Antoni ctmi Fuecino habere affirmat natales, (poftquani videlicet 
nno '”‘ comprobaffet Snccinum arborum effe refinam) nec dubium 
effe arborcs odoratas in novo orbe fimiles profundere 
fuccos. Tacitus ut orieritis arbores Thura , 8c Balfama (cur 
non 8c Ambarnm ? ) ita 8c occidentis credibile fudare fuc- 
cinum fcribit. Ex his omnibus opinionibus 8c conjeduris, 
quis opinioni, Ambari originem ab arboribus deducenti- 
um, utpote verifimiliac probabiliori non fubfcribit } More 
fungorum etenim generari valde dubium eft. Algas, am 
mar is recrementitiam putrilaginetn materiam effe poffe 
Ambari s non facile crediderim. Herbas aut arbores refi- 
niferas in ipfo mari enafci necdum conftat. Bituminis, aut 
terra; genus effe, nop eft verifimile. Fiditium effe, fal- 
fum eft. Avium fxercus, Elephantis femen, Balsns, aut 
alterius Pifcis efleliquorem, hepar, fperma, aut excremen- 
tmn, fabulofum videtur. kBaUnis nihilominns, aut aliis 
Cetaceis, aliquando Ambaxmn tanquam nutritioni pror- 

fus 



( '??? ) ' 

fas ineptum evnmi, ^qaod £c Qdaarc'ns Barbofa annot^t) 
in earumvc sfophago» aut ventriculo nonnunquatn 
ut indigeftibiic invemri lobens concefferim,, (iquidera 
hujufcemodi monftrua oblatai oti'os, nequaquam ut pu- 
eri poma ddigere, sut pradibare folent, fid quicqui<f fau-* r rumfj 
cium eorum hiatui influxerit, ingurgitant- r Refinofutn coni 5 mi- 
itaque falvn aliorum judicio liquorem, quem Indi varia* le ®' 
rum provinciarum Agacahac 1. Hagachac. Bintogo 1. Bin- 
toco. Apitono- 8c Malibaho. Cayancang .' 5 -r Bolotic alii vocant, 
quemve unum eundemve cum ea ficca, 8c indurata relink, 
quae mihi de montibus ilocos i 8c Bay nan in magnis alata fuit 
fragments, cfl’e jadico : Atnbari legitimam materiara efle 
fuipicor. Verum tempeftuofa obortd procella, 8c pluvia- 
rum continuatione, univerfali fa£ta inundatione a raedi- 
terraneis latebris, ac 8c fpirieta inacceffibilium momium 
jugis, torrentium impetuofo, ac "verfabundo eurfu praeci- 
pitanter in mare delatum, ibidemque a decumana flu&udm 
cxagitatione, 8c concuffione aeftuante marina aqua non 
nihil eniollitum ac elotum, beneficio particularum Sails 
marini, nec non Solis demuru accedentibus ardentiftimis 
radiis, ita immutatum, elaboratum ac praeparatnm, ut 
tandem placato turbine ad littus reBuis propulfus flndtihus 
a refina recenter ex arbore colledta,aut etiam tra&u tern* 
poris in montanis deficeata, diftin&iffimam violento nem- ^ , r 
pe hoccebeneficio acquifitam procfeferat formam *,eamve 
prouti fcilicet, plufve minufve temporis aqua marina ma- & Lu 
ceratus, fluttuum concuffione elotus, ac Solis exco&us, 
dealbatus fuerit ardore, magis aut minus candidam. Verum turn 
communiter non nifi poftquam Pluviarum contintiatione^ 1 " ua ’ 
mediterranea inundentur,Sc terribilium ventorum fursa ex- at ‘ 
agitataai fuerit mare,horrenda fiu&uumconcuffione abyf- 
fos ipfos. Sc finuum ac concavita turn latebras ever re ndo 
forties tanti ponderisin littus rejiciuntur. Hujus conjechi- 
rae ctrtum, Scevidens pr-rbenr. Argumentum Anno 160 4. 
Januario Mani/am alhta Ambsri fin ft a grandiorr*, folida, 
pura 8c hetogeneis carentia, in littore circa Palagpag colie* 
£ta.(Nota, poft fubfinem Fsbmarii 1693, horribilem excxr* 
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turn turbinem) -e-ram autera partim colons opaciorls fuc- 
cini flavi, leu facie gummi Arabic# : vitro criftallino vix 
non pellucidiori de llocos miff* refin* magis in luteum 
vergfcntia : Refin* vero de Payaan allatse propemodum 
fimilia, fed minus odora,ufta videlicet, igne utb*c 8e al¬ 
tera facile liquefcentia, & topide* ferme duritiei, ita ut 
nee Culter nec dentes lignum imprimerent. Partim feu 
latere uno ex candido grifea, varie fifia, friabilia quidem, 
led omni huculque a me vifo Ambaro.fi blidsora. Pro 
Ambaro autem omnium optitno genuino, Sr legitimo diven- 
dita fuerunt. Huic me* opinioni non invitus objecerat 
adverlarius, non pofle efle Ambarum hujufeemodi arborum 
refinam, eo quod frufta maxima reperta fuerint, cui re- 
Ipondebam fieri pofle, ut varii hujus refine glumi obvios 
inter fiu&uum recurfus, aut etiarn torrentiutn decurfus, 
utpote homogenei, 8c tenaces focientur, fibi cohareant 
aglutinentur. Sc in frufta majora denique abeant, accon- 
glomerentur. Et quid ni magna poflibile eft reperm 
hujufcemodt refin* frufta, cum hujates montes arbores 
refiniferas incredibilis alant vertitatb, & ad Pilk 8c Lau- 
van caudices fiepius eentenarii colligantur refin*, 8c frag- 
menta de lloces ac Paynan allat* refin* lane maximum 
fuifle glomum, unde defumpta fuerant, teftentur. Fran. 
Combes in Bifi. Infularum Mindanai f. 15. refert in littore 
lol'o. (Batavis Infula Mar gar if era') fuifle repertum fruftum 
Ambari , bovini corporis trunco majus, fed refin* ordina- 
ri* loco vix non fuifle confirm ptum. Idem referre vide- 
tur Fran. Colin in Hifloria Philipinarum f. 49. feribens cir¬ 
ca Infulam lolb fruftum Ambari , grifei, 8c optimi inventum 
fuifle ultra ducentas libras pendens. Et idem Ignatius 
Alz,ina in Ilifi. Byfaiarum receniere puto, qui djqit in lolb 
fruftum fuiffe colleftum cor pore humano craffiu$,8c duplo 
longius. vilique ob copiam diftraftum furffe pretio. An. 
1632- ad promontorium SanSi Spiritus inCofta delgbabao 
ambari fragmentum 55 circiter libraruminventum fuit,cu- 
fus uncia 30 Imp. quia fane optimum fnit, divenditum eft. 
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Indus fiquidem, cui Tors obtigcrat tres irppleverat cerises; 
quorum duos ob cognitionis, "C exinde eftirnationis de- 
fettum, domus r uu illuminandi gratia, refin* loco in- 
fumpferat. ( his uSbus Antiquitus, plerumque Byfaianis ., 
Ambarum a retina non diftingaendo deferviebat.) idem 
fafturus cum corbe tertio, nifi hcfpes magis veriatus ex 
odoris-fragrantia, fumi rcAa afcendentis-diftin&ivo, non 
refinam vulgareri, fed nohilifitmam, feu Ambarum efie 
prodididet. d.ln Bangahun vetula conchylia legens, £ru-f Ca j- 
fturn .magnitudinis brachii invenit, pro reuna odorifera Qjyam cir« 
ordinaria habuit, (nam vari* & mult* refine odorifer* 
fpecies a mari in littus propelluntur, ut Batete , Ambarum & u-Jdm' 
reddens, quam Ambarum quod vocant nigrum efie cen- 
feo 5 eo quod curatum, non femel pro vilicri divendatur 
Ambart. Dairiangao, Raporago, Benzoini redolent, Tangay^*#™- 
Samato. Aliis Samata, liquidambratn, am baliaraum 
rantes.)fuffumigiis deftinavit, Sc ferine in totumantequamiV 
quid rei effet edotfta fuiffet, confumpfit. Ambarum non 
raro valde ten ax, Sc picis liquid* modb molle inveniri 
multi affirmant, quod 8c Fran . Combes infirm at dum feribit: 
aliquando in littore liquorem mollem, Sc recentem cob 
ligi, qui aflervatus, nec non beneficiatus optimum efie de- 
prehenditur Ambarum. Communis autetn 8c vulgaris eft 
opinio, quod Sc Hieronymus de Huerta cum Fran. Combes t y 
affirmat , Ambarum crudum aut recenter colle&ura, fra-Jf^! w 
grant! carere odore: Job. nihilominus Botero Benes f. po» min# & 
Ambarum in Aw proftans, 8c non adulteratum odoris efie ^ 
fumme fragrantis, ac acuti, ut naribus admotum iilicoMtm 
fanguinem profluere faciat. Alphonfus de Ovalle in Hi ft, 

Chilenf fcribit. Grifeum efie odoris fuavis, nigrum acinic - 
ris, differentiam vero hanc odoris, Sc colons inde prove* fi; >’ 
nire, quod nigrum grifeo breviori tempore in mari, ae Soli 
expofitum fuerit. * Dealbationem itaque Ambart. 
tiem, ac denfitatem fali, 
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rluis. Amor# grifia valdc candicantis, &' ut vocant finif- 
.-fimse, affen-o partem * uuinisconchvliis, <k patzctili ligni 
parndiin' x'!t*ntt;, Cetromargumentum bont-atisgradum 
a dn-uirnitate ekmonis, & mot a in .ma r itiir is tuifie aflecn * 
tam. Sed qtiot capita, tot fenrenthv, abundet igknr 
quifque Suo fenfu, donee tempus, Be curiolorum labor 
certiora r eve-lent. 


Y. A Letter from T)r William Oliver, <Phyjician and 
Fellow of the (foyal Society , to Mr James Petiver, 
F. 6\ concerning the Jefuits Bark. 


SIR, 

n E ru Bark , comes from a Tree about the bignefs of a 
* Plumb Tree , with Leaves like Ivy. but not quite fo big, 
and are always green. The Indians call it guerango. ’Tis 
gathered in Autumn , and the Rind taken off all round, as 
well from the Trunk a* Boughs, which grows again in four 
Months, zs Cqrk -does : The Trunk, is about t he Bignefs of a 
Mans Thigh : It bears a Fruit not unlike & ( heftnut (except 
its outer Rind or Shell) which is properly call’d China China, 
and is efteem’d by the Natives beyond the Hark taken from 
the Trunk or Boughs. This Account I received from an In 
genious Apothecary at Cadiz, in Spain, A. D. 1694. who had 
lived in Peru, and feen it growing, and gathered it feveral 
times: From this Hijlory I made this Obfervation , that pro¬ 
bably China China, or the Rind of the Fruit, was fir ft only 
in life, and the more powerful Medicine, ufed in hurdler 
quantities, and that the Bark of the Tree came not into 
play till forne time after 5 when the Verities of it, known 
in Europe, occafioned a greater demand for it, whether 
this be a juft Obfervation or no, I fubmitto your better 
Judgment. 

VI. Part 



